THE VlSVA-BHARATt QUARTERLY
not always have news of my own province and from the
other provinces very rarely. I also told him that central
control and co-ordination was not necessary for satyagraha
as it was in violent warfare. On the other hand, decen-
tralisation should be followed as far as possible in satyagraha
just as centralisation was accepted a$ the essential need in
violent warfare. If satyagraha is centrally controlled, the
enemy can destroy the whole movement by destroying the
centre. If there is no centre, if the various branches carry
on their work according to the basic principle, then the
enemy finds it impossible to stamp out the movement. This
is a special feature of non-violent struggle. I told the press
representative that I did not worry if I got no news from
the other provinces. I was carrying out my work according
to the local conditions. Therein lay my success and
through me the success of the movement. He was amazed.
He found it difficult to understand how this vast movement
was being directed without any contact with the centre.
He was possibly influenced by my faith later and realised
to a certain extent that central direction was not indis-
pensible for this movement.
LIMITATIONS OF SECRECY
In xhe later stages of this satyagraha movement, this
principle ceased to exist as an appreciable quantity. In the
end secret methods were being adopted with the apparent
intention of maintaining contact. The leaders probably
failed to stamp out secrecy in spite of all their attempts at
preventing an underground movement. Coming out of prison
after a year I found the whole movement had degenerated
into an underground movement. In some cases fear begets
secrecy; ahimsa and cowardice are self-contradictory, I
am of the opinion that the spread of secrecy will render a
non-violent struggle innocuous. The first and second Civil
Disobedience movements have strengthened this belief. I
mention it here because it is difficult, in non-violent
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